
Coburn #2831 – Eliminate requirement for duplicative federal hotline and 

website 

This amendment would strike a provision requiring the Department of Health and 

Human Services (HHS) to create a duplicative hotline and website to track child 

care providers.  The cost of the federal hotline and website would be up to $1 

million, taking away resources that could otherwise be supporting needy families.  

By eliminating this requirement, CCDBG could fund another 205 children in care 

for a full year.1 

States should certainly make it easy for families in need of assistance to find 

qualified childcare providers.  CCDBG already allows states to use their funding to 

create local and regional clearinghouses for referrals and other information about 

childcare, and this activity would also be allowed in the reauthorization.  In fact, 

many states have already implemented resources to help their citizens navigate 

the child care system.  For example, last year the state of Maryland spends over 

$2 million on 13 regional resource agencies, in part to assist families in finding 

appropriate child care.2  California will spend $22 million on referral and resources 

programs, including a hotline, in coming years.3  Colorado plans to spend about $1 

million next year to manage 17 referral and resources agencies.4 

States and communities are in the best position to collect information about their 

providers and relay that to families.  The federal government does not need to 

duplicate the work of states.   
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